
Year 5/6  

English 

Week 3 



Date  

Subject/s 
English 

Imitate 
Learning Objec-

tive 

.  

To write a suspense story 

    
  

  

SA 

 

TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I can punctuate sentences accurately.     

I can use a range of skills from my suspense toolkit.     
I can create a feeling of suspense.     

Support       Independent               Adult Support (       )              Group Work 

My Writer’s Toolkit for suspense: 

 Short sentences for sudden action 

 Complex sentences to add description 

 Power of 3—use sets of 3 adjectives for description 

 Personification 

 Powerful vocabulary—especially verbs 

 Hide information from the reader 



Task: 

Over the last two days, we have started writing our own version of a suspense 
story. Over the next two days, we will complete it. 

 First, reread your story so far. 

 Next, look at your plan. This will give you a structure and ideas of what to 
write next. 

 Look at the writer’s toolkit. This gives you tools you can choose from to cre-
ate a feeling of suspense for your reader. 

 Read the model text below to give you ideas. 

 Write the next sections of your story, aim to complete them as follows: 

      Day 1: Complete section 2—describe the problem. Your description from the              

               end of week one will help with this. 

               Write section 3—sudden action 

      Day 2: Write section 4 and 5—impact on character and ending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Modelled Writing 

And the mournful, yearning murmur would return. It returned every night at pre-
cisely midnight. Sarah would wait with anticipation, her ears straining in the si-
lence of her bedroom. Her heart pounded faster in her chest, more frantic, and the 
whisper could sense it. The whisper seemed to laugh at her. 

 

Then it stopped. 

 

The whisper gradually moved closer each night, tip-toeing across the floorboards. It 
became angrier, stamping its way towards the bed. Sarah would lay awake and 
imagine it staring at her with a menacing, malevolent glare. 

 

All the while, she lay wide awake. 

 

Finally, she would drift into a sleep filled with dreams and imagined sounds. Every 
morning she would wake suddenly, with the covers tied in knots.  

 

Every night the whisper would return and every night Sarah would  wrestle against 
the inky blackness of the night and feel as though she was being suffocated by an 
endless cacophony of  whispers. 

 

Every night that was, until Sarah disappeared. 
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Date  

Subject/s 
English 

Imitate 
Learning Objec-

tive 

.  

To edit and improve my writing 

    
  

  

SA 

 

TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I can proofread my writing for spelling and punctuation.     

I can use tenses consistently.     
I can improve my word and sentence choices.     

Support       Independent               Adult Support (       )              Group Work 

Task 1: Edit and proofread your writing 

Task 2: Review my learning (see next page) 

 

Task 1 

1. Check spelling—think about phonics, spelling rules and use the Year 5 and 6 
spelling list to help you. 

2. Check punctuation—think about semi-colons! 

3. Check that you have used tenses consistently—our story is in the past tense. 

4. Think about your word choices—have you used powerful verbs? 

5. Have you used a range of sentence structures and openings? 

 

 

Remember to send your writing to your teacher on Class Dojo or the learning plat-
form. We would love to see your writing. 



Which tools from the suspense toolkit have you used in your story? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

What did you do well? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

What would you like to improve? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Read your story to someone else. What do they think of it? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Did you enjoy writing this story? Why? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



Date  

Subject/s 
English 

Imitate 
Learning Objec-

tive 

.  

To understand a text 

    
  

  

SA 

 

TA 

Success Criteria 

 

I can use the question words to help write my answers in full      

I can retrieve information from the text     
I can draw inferences about a character from what they say or do     

Support       Independent               Adult Support (       )              Group Work 

R 

1. Match the headline to the type of transport being used in the news stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Look at the article ‘Licence to drill’.  

Explain what a tunnel boring machine is.  

 

3. Look at the article ‘A flying future’.  

The plane called the eCaravan is powered by electricity. Identify pros and cons of 
this plane compared with normal planes. 

 

 

 

 

Rail travel 

Space travel 

Air travel 

At last blast off! 

Licence to drill 

A flying future 

Pros (positives) Cons (negatives) 

  



4. Look at the article ‘At last blast off’  

Fill in the missing numbers about this mission.  

________ astronauts travelled in the spacecraft, they were the first to go into 
space from US soil in almost ________ years. NASA bought seats for the astro-
nauts at ________ pounds each. The spacecraft docked at the International Space 
Station, which travels at ________ mph orbiting ________ miles above the 
Earth. The astronauts will be carrying out experiments at the International Space 
Station for approximately ________ months.  

 

I 

5. Look at the article ‘Licence to drill’.  

How does the journalist explain just how big these machines are?  

6. l Look at the article ‘At last blast off’. 5. The SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft 
launched on Saturday. Why was this a special and historic flight? Give two rea-
sons  

 

C 

7. Why did the journalist use the word ‘finally’ in the sentence below?  

‘The SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft finally launched on Saturday’.  

 

Further Challenge:  

8. If you were interviewing a member of HS2 about the tunnel boring machines, 
what questions would you like to ask? Write three questions.  

9. Which new method of transport would you most like to travel on and why?  

A) HS2 railway (High speed railway) (B) eCaravan (all-electric aeroplane)  

 (C) SpaceX Crew Dragon (Privately owned spacecraft)  

10. These articles are all about new approaches to transport. What do you think 
the transport of the future will be like?  




