
Year 5/6  

Topic 

Week 3 



Peasants, Princes and Pestilence 
Our new topic for this half term is Peasants, Princes and Pestilence.  

What does each word mean?  

We are going to look at The Great Plague of 1665. 

Glossary 

Match the word to the correct definition using the video and the word 

Epidemic   High temperature 

Trade   Swollen lymph nodes (areas 

Symptoms   Selling goods to other people 

Fever   Not clean or safe 

Buboes   When as disease quickly 

Unsanitary   Kept isolated away from other 

Quarantine   Something that occurs to indi-
cate a situation e.g. you smile 
because you are happy 



  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Task Draw a series of pictures and write a short explanation to explain what happened in the 
Great Plague 1665. Use key words from the glossary above. 



 

Task  
Read the extract below. Underline any symptoms of The Great Plague. 
  
This is an extract from a source at the time, written by a Stuart: 

“The first sign of the plague was that swellings appeared in the arm-
pits. Some of the swellings became as large as an apple, sometimes 
they were the size of an egg. The deadly swellings then began to 
spread in all directions over the body. Then the disease changed. Black 
or red spots broke out, sometimes on the thigh or arm. These spots 
were large in some cases; in other they were almost like a rash.” 

 

A few days after being infected, a victim developed a rash and there 
was pain all over the body. The victim began to feel tired but the pain 
made it difficult to sleep. The temperature of the body increased and 
this affected the brain and the nerves. Victims became unable to speak. 
As the disease took more of a hold, the victim took on the physical ap-
pearance of a drunk with stumbling movements. The victim then be-
came delirious (seeing things that weren’t really there). After about six 
days, buboes (large and highly painful swellings) appeared in the arm-
pits. These buboes caused bleeding underneath the skin, which turned 
the buboes and surrounding areas blue/purple. In some cases, red 
spots appeared on the buboes as death approached. The average time 
of death from the first symptom was between four to seven days. It is 
thought that between 50% and 75% of those who caught the disease 
died.  

Date   
Subject/s History 

Learning Objective 

 

To know the symptoms of the plague 

  
  SA 

 

TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I can use information texts to find out what 
happens to the body when someone caught 
the plague 

    

I can annotate pictures to show what hap-     

I know how ‘Ring-a-Roses’ shows the symp-     

Support Independent                  Adult Support (       ) 



 
Task 

Label the symptoms of The Great Plague on the silhouette below. Include description of how the part 
of the body is affected by the plague. 



Challenge 

Explain how the nursery rhyme, Ring a Ring of Roses describes symptoms of The Great Plague. 



Date  

Subject/s Art 

Learning Objective 

 

To draw from viewpoint 

  

  SA 

 

TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I can choose to draw from a one point or two     

I can draw lines to the vanishing point     

I can use the streets of London as a stimulus     

Support Independent             Adult Support (       )      Group Work 

We know that the plague spread so quickly because of the poor living conditions throughout the 
streets of London.  

Look at the pictures of the crowded streets of London below.  



Perspective Drawing 











 

Date   
Subject/s History 

Learning Objective 

 

To know how the plague was contained in Eyam 

  
  SA 

 

TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I know that quarantine was used to contain     

I know how Mompesson’s advice saved other     

I know how the well and stone were crucial     

Support Independent                  Adult Support (       ) 





 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkQTlUKwwgM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkQTlUKwwgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkQTlUKwwgM


 

 
Task 

William Mompesson convinced the people of Eyam to sacrifice themselves to prevent the 
spread of the plague. How do you think he did this? 

Your task is to write a persuasive argument from the perspective of William Mompesson to 
the people of Eyam convincing them to quarantine themselves.  

Use the example below to help you organise your argument. 








