





Armed Forces Day

This year, Armed Forces Day in the UK is on Saturdoy 25th June. People celebrate
the men and women who serve and have served in the armed forces,

What Is Armed Forces Day?

Armed Forces Day is a chance to show support for the men and women who
serve the country in the armed forces. Armed Forces Day was first celebrated
in 2006,

When Does Armed Forces Day Take Place?

Each year, Armed Forces Day takes place on the last Saturday of June. The
celebrations for Armed Forces Day begin on the Mondoy before this. The
celebrations begin with the Armed Forces Day flag being roised on famous
buildings around the country. The date was chosen as it is close to the date
when the first Victoria Cross was awarded in 1857, This s a special oward
given to members of the armed forces for bravery.

Where Does Armed Forces Day Take Place?

Each year, the Armed Forces Day celebrations take place in one town in the UK,
It s called the Netional Event. Some smaller events also take place in other
parts of the country.

How Is Armed Forces Day Celebrated?

There are many ways for people, communities and organisations across the
country to show their support and get involved, such as:

+ The presentation of medals to + Fly-overs

— L :
Ex-JErwice peopis » Royal Marine Commando

+ Special parades Display Team

+ Activities performed on land, sea - Militery displays
and air

+ Firework displays



Who Are the Armed Forces?
The UK Armed Forces work around the world, promating peace and supporting
people in need.

Royal Army
The British Army is the land-based part of the United
Kingdom Armed Forces,

Royal Navy
The Royal Navy is the sea-based part of the United Kingdom
Armed Forces.

Royal Marines
The Royal Marines are a specially trained force who deal
with a wide range of threats.

Royal Air Force
The Royal Air Force is the air-based part of the United
Kingdom Armed Forces.,

Reservists

Reservists give up their spare time to serve in the Reserve
Forces, to ensure that should their country require them,
they would be ready to serve.
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Armed Forces Day Questions

Which people are celebrated on Armed Forces Day?

When was Armed Forces Doy first celebrated?

What is the name of the main event on Armed Forces Day7

Name three activities which show support for armed forces servicemen and women,

What do the armed forces do?

Why are the reservists different to the rest of the armed forces?




Armed Forces Day Answers

Which people are celebrated on Armed Forces Day?
The men and women who serve the couniry in the armed lorees.

Wihen was Arred Forces Day first celebrated?
2005

What ks the name of the main event on Amrred Forces Day?
The Mational Ewent.

Mame three activities which show suppart for armed forces senvicemen and women,
Any three anywers from:

+  The presentation of medals 1o ex-service people
* Special parades

« Activities performed on land, sea and air

*  Fly-overs

+  Royal Marine Cammando

« [Display Team

«  Military displays

«  Firewark displays

What ¢la the armed Tarces 827
The UK Armed Forces work around the world, promoting peace and supporting people in need.

Why are the reservists different 1o the rest of the armed forces?
Reservists give up their spare time 1o serve in the reserve forces.






BACK TO EARTH WITH A BUMP!

Reported by Amande Kelper, Medie Correspondent, London

Last week, British astronout Tum Peake
returned home from an incredible six
month stay aboard the International Spoce
Station (I55), alongside his crewmates Yuri
Malenchenko and Timothy Kopra. He is the
first British astronout to have lived on the
I55.

The men were l[aunched into space on 15th
December 2015. The mission

conducting

invalved

experuments, testing out
new technology and inspiring the next
generation of space travellers, Peake told
reporters that the best part of his mission
was a spacewalk where he had to make a

repair on the space station.

Having circled the planet nearly 3,000
times, the crew returned home to Earth in
a copswle, which reached speeds of up to
28,000 kilometres per hour, The touchdown
wias bumpy due to high winds, however the
astronauts landed saofely in Kazakhstan.
They all returned in good health. Having
arrived back on solid ground, the astronauts
were pulled out of the copsule and carried
as their leg muscles were too weak to walk.
Whilst sitting in their space suits, the men
were checked over by medical staff. During
these checks, Peake was asked how it felt
to be home, 'The smells of Earth are so
strong and it's wonderful to be back in the
fresh air’

Landing wilh @ bumz! Tim Make Lo ssfely ds Kemibloias,

Tim later flew from Kozakhstan to the
hendquarters of the European Stoge Agency
in Germany where he is getting used to life
back on Earth, Scientists are carrying out
tests to see how his body has been affected
by his time in space.

Penke recently commented on how he'd
missed family and friends, and even the
rain. Tim said he was now looking forward
to spending some quality time with his
family. When asked if he'd return to space
in the future, he replied, °...in a heartbheat.”

Having been recognised by the Queen for
his services to science, Tim is now a CMG,
or companion of the order of 5t Michael
and 5t George. He dedicated this award to
his entire team
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Comprehension Questions

Answer questions in full sentences.

1. How long hod Peake been living on the IS57

2. Write down -nmtjnh that Tim had to do on the mission,

3. Why were the astronauts carried out of the capsule?

&.  What did Peake notice once he'd left the capsule?

5. What was hard about being on the IS5 for so long?

6. Who wrote the article?

7. Give a renson why space travel is important,




Back To Earth With A Bump! Answers

. How long had Feake been living an the 1557

Tim Peake had been living an the 155 far six months,

. Write down one job that Tim had to o on the mission

Any one of; he conducted experiments, tested out new technology and did necessary regairs on
the IS5,

. Why were the astronauts camed out of the capsule?

They were carried as their leg muscles were too weak 10 walk,

. What did Peake nolice cnog he'd el the cagsula?

He noticed the smells of Earth and the fresh air.

. What was hard abaut being on the 155 for so long?

Tiem said thal belng away Trom his Tamily and Triends for such a long tine wash't Basl,

. Whowrote the artiche?

The article was writien by Amanda Kelper.

. Give a reason whiy space ravel is important

Crarn answer, which may includs to make new discoveries, to find cut if there's [ife In other parts of
the Solar System, to conduct important experiments in space, eic.






Battle of the Somme

The Battle of the Somma took place during the First World War in France by the River
Somma. It wos between the German army and the French army. The British Army waos
ordared to halp tha French.

T began on 1ot July 7916 and ended on 15th Novembar 1916

Trenches

During WWI, huge trenches ware dug into the ground wherever there was o bottle. The
woldiers would live in the trenches and, when ordered to, hod to olimb wup out of the
trenches and run towards the enemy troops.

This was called ‘going over the top”. Trenches were muddy, narrow and damp.

Tha British Plan
The Britich Army were told to fire mochine guns ot the German lines and then walk
ovar to tham and fight them foce to foce.

On Day 1 the Britich Army fired 1 738 000 shells ot the German trenches. Then thay
started walking ower to tham.

Ag the British soldiers waolked towards them, the Germans started firing their mochine
guns. 20 000 men were sither killed or seriously wounded!

Many people in Britoin were angry ot the huge loss of =0 many young men and called

Back in Britain, peopla began to
build simpls war shrines in honour
of tha follen soldiers.

Thesa were simple, woodan,
hoandmade tablets with the namas
of the men carved into them.




Battle of the Somme

Dhd you know?
Tha British Army had soldiers from other countries fighting with tham. Tha

man cama from Irelond, Newfoundland, South Africa and India.

The End of the War
Winter was closing in. The terrible weother meant men waere trying to fight in muddy,

boggy fields. Fighting wos suspendsd. The plan wos to carry on fighting in February,
but the Germans decided to retreat. The bottle was officially over on 18th Movember

1916. Tha British Army hod failed to defeat the German army.

Battle of the Somme Facts

= It had bean a tarrible bottls, with 420 D00 cosuclties for the British Armay.

» Tha French logt 200 000 men

» The Garmaons lost 500 D00 man.

= Many men from Britain hod been grouwped together in battalions from the
sams town. The groups were called British Pals.




Battle of the Somme

1. What date did the battle begin?

2 In what country waos the Bottle of the Somma?

3. What do you think i would howe been liks in the trenches?

4. Nama two other countries where soldiers from the British Army come from.

5. How many British soldiers were killed or wounded on the first day of bottle?

6. Why did people build war shrines?

7. What were they made from?

8. Why did it matter if the fields were muddy and boggy?




Battle of the Somme

9. Why was it a terrible battla?

10. What do you think about the Battle of the Sommae? Was it a successful bottla?




Battle of the Somme Answers

Answers

1

T

What date did the battle begin?

Ist July 191&

In what country was the Battle of the Somme?

France

What do you think it would have been like in the trenches?

Dirty, muddy, horrlible etc

Mame 2 other countries where soldlers for the Britsh Army came from?

Any of the following: Ireland, Newfoundland, South Africa, India.

How many British soldlers were kiled or wounded on the first day of the battle?
20,000

Why did people bulld war shrines?

To remember the soldiers who had died.

What were they made from?

Wood

Why did it matter if the fields were muddy and boggy?

It would have been very difficult to flght In muddy flelds.

Why was It a terrible battie?

Because s0 many men died or were wounded.

What do you think about the Battle of the Somme? Was It 3 successful battle?

Own answer, must be justified.






All abawt, ..

Rni.nj’nrest Dej’nrestntinn

Rainforests are o very impartant part of awr planet, giving us axygen, abserbing carban diaxide
arvd giving a home to 5095 a-_f the animol and plant species |:|:' Tk plonet Yot o menthon the
medicines and cures that are made _|":|r-1 Lne plonts that grove’ tRere.

Deforestation

Dejorestation is the name gren to the destruction of the rainforests and this is being done by
burning them dowe, b Opping down. the trees or floadirg the areas. This is happening o fasn
that an area the sre of twenty foctboll petches is being destroyed every manute! If this corries
an @t this speed i wi I take Less than o hundred years to destroy all the rainforests on Earth,

Frct File in Mumbers
= 20% of the world's saggen is

|:|--'n|:|u.rl|:| otk Amazen f-.'lrts'r

28 000 species of animals are
expected 1o become extingt in the
next 25 years due to deforestation
50% of the trapacal roinforests
that we had have already gone.

Why are they being destroyed?

11 I:Ilggl::. FEGS O _|-:|r cl-:-:ri.ng Lhe rl.'...l'l._:ll:l'EE':.'ﬂ iz Lo make space __‘|:|r |:|-:||;|.|.-:i.ng _|':|I:I|:|._ i.l'll:.l.l.di.‘lli
cattle ta be farmed for cheap bee] and alia growing large crops, such as saya beans and palm
oll. In addition, other couses of deforestation, which are also related to moking meoney incluede
chapping down and using the wood from the forest; building roads for mining metals, gold oo
digmords; _flu:udlr.g arens to Foke damis o qenerone 1-|li;|:||{|l:I: and alig diggirg _"u:--' all

Hew can they be saved?

You could help by ralzing money for o deforestation chariny,
Alse, you could think abowt the recsons that the forests are
being destroyed and how you could help. For example, the
cheap beef farmed n the areas that used o be ranforest
land is aften used in fast food chaing. Could you avaid eating
fosr food from these outlets? You cosld also chede on wo
supermorket food lobels - was it farmed in an orea where
deforestotian is toking place? You could alsa wie rainforest
friendly wooad so gou knaw It 13 not o product of deforestation.
F ."||:|||E rerember, poper |:|:r'1:=_’[n:|l11. TS 50 ARy paper sawing
igow can de, as well as recucling, will help the environment




Questions about Rainforest Deforestation

1. Nome a reason not to destroy roinjorests given in the first paragraph.

2. Nome one of the three woys given thot a rainfarest can be destroyed

3. What does ‘deforestotion” mean?

4. Ir the foact file, whot does the ward ‘extinet’ mean?

5. Why does saving paper help the rainforests?

6. Why has the author used an exclomation mork in paragraph twa?

7. Whan fraction of the earth's plant and animal species live in the rainforess?

. What is the main recson thet rainforests are being destroyed?

9. Which rainforest produces 20% af the world's axygen?

10, What is your apinion abour deforestation? 'What could you do 1o try and kelp stog it?




Answers

1. Name a reason not 10 destroy ranforests gven in the first paragraps

Any from: medicines, cure for cancer, 50% of animal and plant species live there,
giﬂs oul axygen, abzarbs carbon dioxide.

2. darme one of the three ways gven that a ramforest can be destrovec

Any frem: burning, chopping down, flooding.

1 What does ‘deforestation” mean?

Clearing a forest areal chopping. burning down trees/ getting rid of forests.

4. In the fact file, what coes the word "extinct’ mean?
Mone of that animalfspecies exsting ever again/ none left,

5. Why does saving paper help the rainforesis?
Paper is made frem wood [making it alss causes more carbon fostprint),

6. Why has the author used an exclamation mark in paragraph two?
The rate of destruction 15 surprising (discuss thish

T What fraction of the earth’s plant and anirmal species live = the rainforests?
Wz (the text says 50%).

& What iz the main reason that rainforests are being destroyed?

Food: Cheap beef, or agricultural crops including soya er palm ail.

9 Which rainforest produces 20% of the world's cxygen?
The Amazon Rainferest.

10. What is your opinion about deforestation? How could you help to stop it?

Open ended for discussion. Answers could discuss raising money for charities,
making different choices about feod and conserving paper.






Earthquakes

The Earth's Crust

The Earth's crust and the top of the mantle have cbout twenty tectonic plates,
which are like jigsaw pieces covering the Earth, These plates are always moving and
bumping into each other. The edges of the plates are called ‘plate boundaries, which
are made up of faults, These faults are where most of the world's earthquakes occur.
As the plates move, the edges get stuck because they ore not smooth, but the rest
af the plate keeps moving. When the force s too much, it slips and bumps and that
couses an earthquake. A bit [ike when you pull something which gets caught, youw
pull it some more until it comes free with a big force,

Seismograph

A seismograph (say: size-mo-graf) s a special plece of
equipment thot records earthquakes. Seismometers are
securgly fostened to the Earth, so when the ground
starts to shake, the instrument’s case moves too, What
doesn't move is a weight that hangs on a string inside
the case When there (s an earthquoke, the case shakes
with the ground but the welght does nat, and it draws a
line ta show how much the ground shook. Scientists wse
seismograms (graphs produced by the seismograph) to
measure how big each earthquake is,

Interesting Fact
In 2009, in a place called UAgquila in “.I:I.I.l_.h there wis an mrl:hq_u-u.h: that Eilled
A09 people. In relation to the sarthquoke, a cose went to court and it was

decided that it was the foult of six Italian scientists who should have known
it was coming and warned people. They were sent to prison for manslaughter
(killing someone without planning er being hateful) but argued their case and
won, $o they did not hove to go to prison efter all.

You could try to find out:
ﬂ How earthguakes ore measwred.
ﬂ How easy they are to predict.

-ﬂ- Abaut other coses where prison sentences have been honded cat in
wnwsuial circumstances.

lﬂ- How you ge about arguing a declslon mads by a court.




Questions About Earthquakes

1. How many tectonic plates are there?

Thare ars...

2. What are plate boundaries?

Flate boundarias are...

3. What does it mean when we say 'predicting carthquahes"?

Predicting sarthquakes means...

4. Describe what causes carthquakes.

Earthquokes cre coused by...

5. What is a scismograph?

A seismograph is...




Answers

1. How many tectonic plates are there?
There ore twenty tectonic plotes.

2. What arec plate boundaries?
Plate boundories cre the edges of the Eorth's tectonic plates.

3. What does it mean when we say ‘predicting carthquakes'?
Any answer thot suggests Predicting eorthquokes means wsing scientific measures to maks
a good guess when something might happen

&. Describe what causes carthguakes.
Any answer thaot suggests: Eorthquakes cre caused by the plates moving, rubbing and
bumping togethar.

5. What is a scismograph?

Any answer thaot suggests: A seismograph iz a special pisce of equipment that records
sarthquakez by drowing them.



