
English 27.1.21 

 

Read the text carefully and think about which of the sections in the boxing up grid each part would fit into it.  

Remember that you don’t need to write the whole paragraph into each section- just write a summary. 

 

For example: 

 

Opening Introduce the main character- all is 

well. 

King Minos who lived in Crete, hated the people of Athens 

because they killed his son. To prevent a war people from 

Athens would send 7 youths and maidens to be sacrificed to 

the Minotaur.  

 

 

 

 

Theseus and Minotaur 

King Minos of Crete had long hated the people of Athens, for they had killed his son when he took all the 

prizes at the Athenian games. To prevent King Minos from waging war against them, every nine years, the 

Athenians sent seven youths and maidens to be sacrificed to the Minotaur- half-man, half-bull- which lived 

in the Labyrinth on Crete.  

Theseus, son of King Aegeus, was angered by this cruelty. Bravely, he offered to join the next victims and 

try to kill the Minotaur. His father begged him not to go with the others, but Theseus insisted, and prepared 

to sail for Crete. He hoisted a black sail as a sign of respect for the victims, but promised to return with a 

white sail raised, as a sign of his success. Great storms battered the little ship on its journey to Crete. When 

Theseus finally landed, he found King Minos waiting, with his daughter Ariadne. Ariadne immediately fell 

madly in love with Theseus, and she resolved to save him from the Minotaur and marry him. 

That night, Ariadne crept softly past the guards. She gave Theseus a sword and a ball of magic thread to 

guide him out of the maze. Next day, the Athenians were thrown into the Labyrinth. Once inside, Theseus 

tied one end of the thread to the door and set off in search of the Minotaur. 

The Labyrinth was a confusing maze of cold, dark passages. Some led nowhere. Others took him deeper into 

the maze. The roar of the Minotaur grew louder. Suddenly, Theseus came face to face with the hideous 

monster.  

The struggle was long and fierce, for the Minotaur was enormously strong. But Theseus eventually drove his 

sword through its heart and it sank to the ground- dead. 

Following the thread, Theseus traced his path back to the entrance of the Labyrinth. Hearing the cheers of 

Theseus’ friends, Ariadne quickly unlocked the door. Then everyone ran for the ship and set sail for Athens. 

After a few days, they stopped at an island, where Ariadne fell asleep. Theseus, unwilling to marry his 

enemy’s daughter, left her sleeping on the sand. In all the excitement, Theseus forgot to change his sail from 

black to white.  

Meanwhile, his father King Aegeus, watched anxiously for his ship. Sighting the black sail and thinking the 

worst, he cast himself on to the rocks below. As Athenian parents celebrate their children’s return, Theseus 

mourned the death of his father. So the sad, but heroic Theseus became King of Athens and lived to win 

many more victories. 
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 Generic defeating the monster story Theseus and the Minotaur. 

Opening Introduce the main character- all is 

well. 

 

Build-up  A monster appears and causes 

problems. 

 

Problem The monster is difficult to defeat.  

Resolution Main character defeats the 

monster. 

 

 

 

 

Ending All is well again and the main 

character gets a reward. 

 

 


