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To classify animals 
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TA 

 
Success Criteria 

 

I know animals can be sorted into vertebrates and 
invertebrates 

  

I can sort animals into: mammals, reptiles, fish, birds, 
amphibians 

  

I can use key questions to be able to sort the animals e.g. 
“Does it give birth to it’s young?” 

  

Support Independent          Adult Support (       )         Group Work 
Lockdown learning 

Key vocabulary for the lesson: 
Classifying          grouping          characteristic       species     similarities     differences     taxonomists    
Carl Linnaeus       Linnaean System      variation    vertebrates    invertebrates 
 
Write down 6 animals.  
Now can you organise them into groups? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today we are going to learn about Vertebrates and Invertebrates. 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

Vertebrates Invertebrates 
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Bird Amphibian Mammal Reptile Fish 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
Now you are going to classify these animals independently:  
 
Animals from the Arctic and Antarctic:  
 

 
Wood Frog  

Rockhopper penguin  
Moose 

 
Endangered snow 
lizard 

 
Orca  

Polar bear 
 

Walrus 
 

Arctic tern 

 
Emperor penguin 

 
Arctic wolf 

 
Seal  

Arctic Greyling 

 
Albatross  

Arctic Wolf  
Reindeer 

 
Ice fish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bird Amphibian Mammal Reptile Fish 
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Can you write a list of all the vertebrates? What do you notice? 
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Answers:  
 

Bird Amphibian Mammal Reptile Fish 
Arctic tern 
Rockhopper 

penguin 
Emperor penguins 

Albatross 

Wood Frog 
Endangered Snow 

Lizard  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polar Bear  
Arctic wolf 
Arctic fox 
Reindeer 
Moose 
Walrus 

Seal 
 

 Arctic Greyling 
Orca 

Ice fish 
 

 
 
200 species of birds in the Arctic because it is light in the summer months and there is lots of 
plants/zooplankton for them to eat. 
 
In general, it is too cold for Amphibians and Reptiles to want to live in the Arctic. Amphibians and Reptiles 
are cold blooded which means they don’t like to live in environments that are too hot or too cold.  
 
However, birds, mammals and fish are warm blooded so can live in colder conditions.  
 
 
 
All of the species that we have looked at are vertebrates!  
 



 


