What is @ hiography?
What are the features?
What is the purpose of a biography?
What type of information do they include?
Youwr task is to write a bhiogrophy on Dr Barnardo/ Oliver Twist/Jim Jarvis (yow can choose, and yow
can do additional research if you wunt).
Use the checklist, the fact file sheet and the example to give you some ideas of how you may set
yowr biography out.

Features of Biography Checklist

Have L. v

used a question or interesting opening statement to hook the
reader?

summarised the main events of the person’s life in the first
paragraph?

written in the past tense?

used third person pronouns?

written about key events in the person’s life?

written about key influences in the person’s life?

used the passive voice?

linked sentences and paragraphs using:

- ellipsis?

* repetition?
+ adverbials?

summarised the person’s life by mentioning:

+ their main achievements?

- personality?

+ how he or she will be remembered?




Fact File

Full Name: Who were they?

Date of Birth:

Place of Birth:

Their life:

Famous for:




Whe Was Mary Seacole?

Mary Seacole (born Mary Grant) was o British-Tamaican
woman who became fomous in the 19th oz 'Mothar
Sencols’ dus to her work caring for injured iers in the
Crirmsan War

Mary's Early Life

Mary Anne Grant woo born in 1805 in Kinggton, Jammpioa.
Her fother was o Scottish soldier and her mother woo a
well-known Jamaoican “doctress’, who treated people using
harbal remedies (swch oo aloe vero and ginger). Mary also
had two siblings, Edward and Lowisa.

Az a child, Mary wos fascinated by her mother’s work and
practised the skills she lsarned wsing dolls and pets as
patients. By the oge of 12, che was Fﬁpmg har mother oo
a nursa. Becouse of her father's connections, she wos also
able to trovel twice to wisit England in har teens and thic
made her qguite unusual for a block person at that time.

When she was 31, Mary married a naval officer callad
Edwin Horatic Secools. She wos o good businesswoman
and togather ran o successful store. Unfortunately, her
hml:-t:Ed died only eight gn-l:lr:ﬁllll:.l:q'. In 1853, she want to
Panama, where har brother lived, and opened o hotel for
the gold miners there. Sha continued to look after ill peopls
and even risked her own life to care for the victims of an
illness called cholero.

The Crimecan War

The Crimean War began in 1855 Mary wos determined to

help the soldiers so che trovelled to London and offered to

go with Florence Mightingale's nurses. Howaver, this wao

a time of rociol prejudice, which meant that blosk peopls

were not ollowed to do certain things. The gowernmant

refused to co-operate with har, pml:rﬁ.ghm.mn of racicl
narrow-mindsdness.

Instead, M and Thomas a family want to
Crimsa nrtnhrlgmd?m;[n and ctores. There they
set up the “Britich Hotel’, which was a simple building

that provided medicine and hut_fnul:l'l'nfm'hfg tha :|:||.|:|.|-nrn
Additionally, she sold clothing and blonkets to make them

comfortable. Unlike Florence Mightingale, Mory Seacols
treated the soldiars’ injuries even in the thick of the fighti
They called her “Mother Seacols’ because she vwos oo h::ﬂ.

Sha soid in her outohi . "It was the grateful words
and omilsz which = ma." ?
Mary's Old Age

At the end of the war in 1866, Mary returned to England
with wery littla . Howver, weteran scldiers storted
n.mputgnl:-uh.n[p ond she wos therefore able to
live comfortably until her death on Huth _18B1. Some
peopla hove nr:lg-umd h.nr_fnnulu:nunndumﬂm not @ real
nursa like Florence Mi ngala but cha must be
rmwu-:hqnmmm:ul?ut{'ru[n model for doing good work
in difficult ond dangerous stuations.



