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To ‘box up’ my plan for a biography  
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Success Criteria 

 

I can retell the model text   

I can use ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ to inspire my writing   

I can use my knowledge of Ernest Shackleton   

Support       Independent               Adult Support (       )              Group Work 

Generic Structure: 
Information, 
Biography 

Dr Barnardo Ernest Shackleton 

Introduction  
A sentence or two 
to introduce the 
person and 
explain why they 
are well-known 

Thomas John Barnardo  
Founded the British charity 
‘Barnardo’s’ to provide care 
for vulnerable children and 
young people.  

 

Early life  
Explanation of 
how their life 
began.  
Any key 
information about 
their childhood. 

Born in Dublin, Ireland on 4th 
July 1845. 
Son of Jogn and Abigail 
Barnardo.  
Moved to London in 1866 
where he planned to become 
a doctor.  
Appalled by the amount of 
children living in terrible 
conditions. 

 

Major influences  
What led them to 
their achievement?  

Stopped training to become a 
doctor due to his enthusiasm 
to help children in London.  
Set up ragged school in 1867, 
which provided free 
education, food, clothes and 
homes to children. 

 

Main achievement  
An explanation of 
something they 
have done to help 
others/of great 
importance.  

In 1870, Dr Barnardo started 
his charity (Dr Barnardo’s 
Homes) to gelp as many poor 
children in London as 
possible.  
Opened first orphanage. 

 

The end of their 
life/what the 
future holds 

Dr Barnardo opened 96 
homes. 
He dies in 1905. 
His charity still continues to 
this day.  

 



 


