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Date 12.2.20 
Subject/s Maths 

Learning Objective 

 

To read scales 
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Success Criteria 

 

I can find the difference   

I can divide by how many “gaps” there are   

I can add to work out the intervals   

Support     Independent               Adult Support (       )             Group Work 

Pre-task: 
Label the intervals 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-task Answers 
 
Question 1: A = 275g   B = 450g   C = 525g  D = 725g 
Question 2: 82cm 
 
Teacher led. 
 
In order to read scales, you need to be able to work out the terms in a sequence. 
Let’s look at some examples. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In this sequence, I can see that the start 
number is 40 and the end number is 50. 
That is a difference of 10. 
 
Next, I need to count how many steps are 
in the sequence. I can see that there are 
10 steps in this sequence.  
 
Therefore, I need to do 10 ÷ 10 = 1  
This tells me that the terms in the 
sequence count on 1 each time. I can now 
complete the sequence 
 

Here is another sequence. This time the difference is 
still 50 – 40 = 10, but there are 5 steps. 
 
10 ÷ 5 = 2. 
I know I need to count in 2s to complete the sequence 

Here is another sequence. This time the difference is 
still 50 – 40 = 10, but there are 2 steps. 
 
10 ÷ 2 = 5 
I know I need to count in 5s to complete the sequence 

Here is another sequence. This time the difference is 
still 50 – 40 = 10, but there are 4 steps. 
 
10 ÷ 4 = 2.5 
I know I need to count in 2.55s to complete the 
sequence 



So, I know that to find the missing numbers in a sequence, I find 
the difference between the first and last number, then divide by 
how many steps between them. 
Now let’s try applying this to scales. 
Scales are used for measuring. You might see them on weighing 
scales, measuring jugs, rulers or other things. 
 
 
Look at this measuring cylinder.  
To read the scale, I am going to look at the two numbers which  
Liquid is between. I can see that it is between 20 and 25. 
25 – 20 = 5 
Now I need to look at how many intervals are between them – I 
can see 5. That means I now need to do 5 ÷ 5 = 1 
The scale is going up in 1s.  
This scale is showing 24. 
 
 
Here is another scale: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And another:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now look at this one: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fluency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fluency Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Problem Solving and Reasoning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


