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What is the phonics screening check?  
The phonics screening check is a short assessment to confirm 
whether individual children have learnt phonic decoding. The 
checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will 
be asked to read one-on-one with a teacher. 
  
When does it happen?  
Schools will be able to administer the check at any time that 
suits them during the week starting the second week in June. 
 
How long does the check take?  
Every child is different, but most children take between four and 
nine minutes to complete the assessment. 
 
What are ‘non-words?’ 
The check will contain a mix of real words and ‘nonsense words’. 
We use ‘nonsense words/alien words’ when we teach phonics, so 
your child should be familiar with the concept. ‘Nonsense words ‘ 
are important because ‘words’ such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new to 
all children. Children cannot read the nonsense words by using 
their memory or vocabulary, they have to use their decoding 
skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to decode. 

 
What is the pass mark?  
The threshold has been 32 words out of 40. The pass mark for 
2020 is unknown to teachers and will be revealed after the 
screening check in June. 

 
What happens if a child does not meet the standard?  
The screening check will identify children who have phonic 
decoding skills below the level expected for the end of Year 1 and 
who therefore need extra help. Schools will be expected to provide 
extra help and children will then be able to retake the 
assessment in Year 2. 
 



How will the results from the phonics screening check be used?  
Schools’ results will not be published, although all schools will 
tell parents their child’s results. 

 
What does the test look like?  
Sample materials are available on the education.gov.uk website.  
Below is an example from the 2012 Phonics Screening Test. All 
papers from 2012 to 2019 are available online. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Nonsense words 

Real words 



How can I help my child at home? 
 
• Practice the sounds with your child.  

 
Initial sounds

 
 

Further sounds and their pronunciation 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Try timing your 
child to see how 
quickly they can 

recall all the 
sounds and try to 
beat their fastest 

time! 



 
Further sounds and their pronunciation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The websites ‘Oxford Owl’ and 
‘Mr Thorne does phonics’ on 

You Tube have audio links you 
can use to hear the correct 

pronunciation of the sound, as 
well as a range of resources. 



How can I help my child at home? 
 

• Practice a mix of non-words and real words.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some real word examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask your child to draw ‘sound 
buttons’ underneath each 
sound, to show they can 
correctly identify each one.  
 
Say all the sounds 
individually  
then put the word together.  
 
k – igh = kigh  
 
g – ir – s –t = girst  
 
b – ai - m = baim 



Nonsense words/Alien word examples 

 
 
 

 



How can I help my child at home? 
 

• Use the Internet and Ipads/Tablets. 
 
 

There are lots of websites available to help your child 
with their phonics. 
 
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html  
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.
html  
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 
http://phonicsplay.co.uk/  
http://www.mrthorne.com/  
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Don’t forget about your reading books and library books. 
Practicing reading daily automatically helps with decoding!  

 
 

Letters and Sounds has some 
simple flash cards that can be 
printed at home for children to 
practice with and draw sound 

buttons onto. 

Phonics Play has some excellent 
resource using nonsense words. 


