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National 
Curriculum 

Pupils should be taught about: 
 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 
• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and 

when the first civilizations appeared and an in depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient China 

 
• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence 

on the western world 

 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 

to the time of Edward the Confessor 

 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

 
• a non-European society that provides contrast with British history - 

one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of 
Bagdad c.AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) 
c. AD 900-1300 

 
• a local history study 

 

Pupils should be taught about: 

 the development of Church, state and society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 

 the development of Church, state and society in Britain 
1509-1745 

 ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 
1745-1901 

 challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 
to the present day 

 a local history study 

 the study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
consolidates and extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge from before 1066 

 at least one study of a significant society or issue in 
world history and its interconnections with other world 
developments [for example, Mughal India 1526-1857; 
China’s Qing dynasty 1644-1911; Changing Russian 
empires c.1800-1989; USA in the 20th century] 

 

 

 


