
Talk for Writing/ English Curriculum 

Year 5/6 – Cycle A 

Last Updated January 2022 

The other texts/extracts may be added to throughout the year depending on the ability of children and may be different per 

class. The model texts for the fiction units may be edited to include specific targets/issues highlighted from the cold write.  

The model texts for the non-fiction units to be written by the class teacher using the same context as the cold write so children 

have a familiar context and aren’t having to digest more information/learn about something else. These also need to include any targets that have 

arisen from cold writes as well as the features/toolkit of the type of text. 

Topic Linked texts/ Key 
Texts 
High quality text to support 
vocab development and 
particular skills e.g. 'To Kill a 
Mockingbird' passage to 
support setting description 

Other 
texts/extracts Fiction Unit Non-Fiction Unit 
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Portal Story 

 
 
Model Text: Elf Road, Pie Corbett. To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write. 
https://www.teachwire.net/news/elf-road-use-pie-corbetts-portal-story-and-activities-to-develop-grammar-wr 
 
Focus: 
Setting 
 
Helpful Links:  
https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-
descriptions 
 
Cold write: To describe the setting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uuq8GunJjos&safe=active 
 
Hook: Have a picture of a door/portal on the IWB. Children to imagine it is a portal that will take them to a 

fantasy world. What would their world be like? How would they feel? What would they do there? What would 
they see? Children to design and explain their fantasy world. 

  
Warm: Children to write their own Portal Story. 
 
Hot: Children to write a setting description of Lenny during the Blitz (Lion and the Unicorn). Children to write their 

own Portal Story. 

Purpose: To write to retell/recount 

Genre: Diary 

Task: 
Cold: To write a diary recounting when you found an 
abandoned building https://www.literacyshed.com/draculas-

whitby.html 
Hook: Air raid shelter experience (sirens, hiding under 
tables etc.) 
Warm:  To write a diary as Lenny (The Lion and the 
Unicorn) 
Hot: To write a diary as Rose Blanche 

https://www.teachwire.net/news/elf-road-use-pie-corbetts-portal-story-and-activities-to-develop-grammar-wr
https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-descriptions
https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-descriptions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uuq8GunJjos&safe=active
https://www.literacyshed.com/draculas-whitby.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/draculas-whitby.html


 

Toolkit: 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in 
the model or other texts. 

  

Toolkit/Features: 
Show not tell feelings 
Emotive language 
Descriptive language 
Talking to the reader e.g. rhetorical questions 

 

Poetry 

War poetry:  
Learn and perform a poem by Wilfred Owen (WWI) 

Write own poems about war 
http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/ world-war-poetry.html 

http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/%20world-war-poetry.html


R
ev

o
lu

ti
o
n
 

  

 

Rags to Riches 

 
Model Text: The Blue Fish (Pie Corbett, Bumper Book KS2) 
To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write. 
 
Focus: Dialogue 
 
Helpful Links:  
 
Cold write: To write a conversation between two characters 
https://www.pobble365.com/twinkle-twinkle-little-flame/ 
 
Hook: Match up quotes and characters/books. Arrange in order of best-worst & justify reasons  

  
Warm: Children to write their own Rags to Riches Tale. 
 
Hot: Children to write a conversation between two characters from Street Child. Children to write their own Rags 

to Riches Tale. 

Purpose: Recount 

Genre: Newspaper Report 

Task: 
Cold: To write a newspaper report about the strange 
objects that appeared in the classroom. 
Hook: Children to come in to the classroom to find a 
range of items and a letter/diary from a character 
(could be Barnardo or other character from Street 
Child)  
Warm: To write a newspaper about Oliver going 
missing and the strange happenings in London 
(Oliver Twist Link)  
Hot: To write a newspaper about Dr Barnardo 
opening up a home for boys (Street Child link) 

Toolkit: 
Also to be crafted from the additional text examples. 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in 
the model or other texts. 

  

Toolkit/Features: 

 

https://www.pobble365.com/twinkle-twinkle-little-flame/
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Journey Tale 

 
 
Model Text: Zelda Claw and the Rain Cat (T4W book) 
https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=865&type=pdf 
To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write. 
 
Focus: Suspense 
 
Helpful Links:  
http://www.warrenroadprimary.co.uk/downloads/T4W%20Presentation.pdf 
https://pennwoodcpd.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/suspense-a-talk-for-writing-unit-phase-1-imitation/ 
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pdf 
 
Cold write: To write a paragraph that builds suspense 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmN_He6e-AA 
 
Hook: Blindfold a small group of children. Play some suspense/spooky music.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MS6dhZc6uac Choose a group of children to guide them to a 
mystery box/bag to put their hand in. Have an object in the bag/box, it isn’t important what the object is 
as soon as it is strange and unfamiliar.  Discuss how they were feeling, why, what made them feel that 
way. 
Warm: Children to write their own journey tale. 
 
Hot: Children to retell part of Shackleton’s Journey with suspense. Children to write their own journey tale. 

Purpose: To inform 

Genre: Biography 

Task: 
Cold: To write a biography about Dr Barnardo/Oliver Twist  
Hook: Create some jigsaws that tell you information about 
Shakleton’s life e.g. a map of his home town. Children to 
put the together to figure out what it is telling them. 
Warm: To write a biography about Ernest Shackleton 
(already know about from the Key Text) 

Hot: To write a biography on Kenojuak Ashevak (to learn 

about as part of a famous inuit artist) 
 

https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=865&type=pdf
http://www.warrenroadprimary.co.uk/downloads/T4W%20Presentation.pdf
https://pennwoodcpd.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/suspense-a-talk-for-writing-unit-phase-1-imitation/
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmN_He6e-AA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MS6dhZc6uac


Toolkit: 
Also to be crafted from the additional text examples. 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in 
the model or other texts. 

 

  

Toolkit/Features: 
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Openings and 
endings to be 
used from a 
wide variety of 
texts, including 
Pie Corbett’s 
model texts. 
 
Opening 
examples in the 
Writing Models 
Year 5 Book 

 

 

Conquering/Beat the Monster 

 
Model Text: The Cobbler of Krakow (Pie Corbett, Bumper Book) / Beowolf 
To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write. 
 
Focus: Opening and Endings 
 
Helpful Links:  
http://stmarystimsbury.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-cobbler-and-the-dragon.pdf 
https://www.standrewsgreenvalley.com/what-s-on/news-and-events/new-articles/year-6-cobbler-krakow 
https://vimeo.com/38804551  
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Writing-toolkits.pdf 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/story-opening-ppt-and-activities-6361061 
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Jumpstart-Imitation-Games.pdf 
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4825/5/nls_y6t1exunits075202narr1.pdf 
 
Cold write: To write the opening (and ending) of a story. 
Prompt: A range of Pobble 365 pictures that will encourage different types of openings e.g. not all 
descriptive 
 
Hook: Children to create their own scary monster and write a brief description about them. What do 
they look like? What do they smell like? What do they eat? Where do they live? What do they do that 
is bad? What makes them dangerous? What is their weakness? 
  
Warm: Children to write their own Beat the Monster tale. 
 
Hot: Write a new opening and ending to a traditional tale (they could be the same story line but 
written better or something different could happen) Children to write their own Beat the Monster tale. 

Purpose: To Explain 

Genre: Explanation Text 

Task: 
Cold: To explain why children had to work during the 
Victorian Era (previous topic knowledge) 
Hook: Children to draw/design their monster from the 
story and write a ‘wanted poster/article.’ Use FX guru 
to have a monster in the school building/local 
environment.   
Warm: To explain why the beast/monster is dangerous 
Hot: To explain how the circulatory system works 

http://stmarystimsbury.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-cobbler-and-the-dragon.pdf
https://www.standrewsgreenvalley.com/what-s-on/news-and-events/new-articles/year-6-cobbler-krakow
https://vimeo.com/38804551
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Writing-toolkits.pdf
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/story-opening-ppt-and-activities-6361061
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Jumpstart-Imitation-Games.pdf
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4825/5/nls_y6t1exunits075202narr1.pdf


Toolkit: 
Also to be crafted from the additional text examples. 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit 
in the model or other texts. 

  

Toolkit/Features: 
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Note: Year 6s may do a shorter writing unit or a non-fiction text instead. For focussing on GD children 
it may be appropriate to allow them to choose their genre of writing (Mysteries of Harris Burdick for 
prompts). 
Tale of Fear 

 
Model Text:  The Nightmare Man  
https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-fiction-the-nightmare-man 
To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write. 
 
Focus: Description / Suspense 
 
Helpful Links: https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-
suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/greater-depth-examples-short-suspenseful-story-12108885 
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t2-or-330-ks2-building-suspense-and-tension-powerpoint 
 
Cold write: To write a descriptive paragraph that creates suspense 
https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html 
 
Hook: Lights off in the classroom, blinds down. Children to close their eyes and listen to the opening of the video 

(do not tell them it’s the BFG) up to 1:07. How does it make them feel? Why? Talk about what they could hear, 
what did they think that was happening, what type of story/film is it. Continue listening and then discuss more 
about how they created suspense and told the story with sound. Then watch it in full 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHgFLZQMvic What else did they do to create suspense and fear? 
 
Children to then have a go at answering some riddles which are all to do with dreams/darkness/ nightmares. 

 
Warm:  Children to write their own Tale of Fear. 
 
Hot: Children to use Mrs Peregrine’s Peculiar children to write a descriptive/suspense paragraph. 
Children to write their own Tale of Fear. 

Purpose: To inform 

Genre: Information Text/Non-chronological report 

Task: 
Cold: To write a non-chronological report about 
Derby 
Hook: Children to work in groups to make up an 
animal and habitat in a box. Children to make up a 
short presentation to tell the class about their 
animal. 
Warm: To write a non-chronological report about a 
made up animal (could also like to their fear story) 
Hot: To write a non-chronological report about 
selective breeding, adaptations and genes.  

https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-fiction-the-nightmare-man
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/greater-depth-examples-short-suspenseful-story-12108885
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t2-or-330-ks2-building-suspense-and-tension-powerpoint
https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHgFLZQMvic


Toolkit: 
Also to be crafted from the additional text examples. 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in 
the model or other texts. 

 

  

 
 

Toolkit/Features: 
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Warning Story 

 
 
Model Text:  
The Canal (T4W Creative Story Tellers book and T4W resources from training) To be edited by teachers to 
include any issues from the cold write. 
 
Focus: 
Characterisation  
 
Helpful Links:  
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-
11978057 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isqwYELUdrw&safe=active 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/Characterization.pdf 
 
Cold write: To write a character description 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cguysF7ERqM 
 
Hook: Give the children key phrases from the story. Children to try to put them in an order that they think they 

might go in in the story and write a prediction of what they think will happen.  
Then give the children activity 2. Children to first figure out the story (Hansel and Gretal, Adam  and Eve, Lion King) 
and then what they have in common (warning stories). You could read all/part of some of the story to them. 
Children to then use this to re-write / add to their prediction about the story they had quotes from. 

  
Warm: Children to write their own Warning Story. 
 
Hot: Children to write a character description for a character from Holes. Children to write their own Warning Story. 

Purpose: To persuade 

Genre: Holiday Brochure/Leaflet 

Task: 
Cold: To write a persuasive holiday leaflet for an imaginary 
island 
Use the video as ideas for what they might want to include 
on their island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPI4EFB744Y 
Hook: Classroom set out like an aeroplane, boarding passes, 
passports, holiday music playing, aeroplane simulator.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtMzngYdx4s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOh0_Mc9sI0 
Warm: To write a persuasive holiday leaflet for Camp Green 
Lake (as a good place, see Stanley’s letter to mum) 
Hot: To write a persuasive holiday leaflet for Mexico 

Toolkit: 
Also to be crafted from the additional text examples. 
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in 
the model or other texts. 

  

Toolkit/Features: 
Rhetorical questions 
Rule of 3 
Alliteration adjectives 
Personal Pronouns 
Emotive language 
Target audience vocabulary  

 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-11978057
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-11978057
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isqwYELUdrw&safe=active
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/Characterization.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cguysF7ERqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPI4EFB744Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtMzngYdx4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOh0_Mc9sI0

