Talk for Writing/ English Cwrriculum
Last Updated January 2022 - Flrs

The other texts/extracts may he added to throughout the year depending on the ahility of children and may be different per Prlmal‘y
class. The model texts for the fiction units may be edited to include specific targets/issues highlighted from the cold write. School —
The model texts for the non-fiction units to be written by the class teacher using the same context as the cold write so children

have a familiar context and aren't having to digest more information/learn about something else. These also need to include any targets that have
arisen from cold writes as well as the featuwres/toolkit of the type of text.

Topi LU’Lde.zt@ t&/K Other . . . . . .
Teats T e extracts Fiction Unit Non-Fiction Unit
High quality text to support
vocah development and

Purpose: To write to retell/recount

Main character (MC) finds a magical
portal and enters.

Genre: Diary

Describe the new setting

The MC is warned not to do something Task:

in the new world. Cold: To write a diary recounting when youw found an

The MC explores the new world and abandoned buddmg M&Mw
disobeys the warning. wh |Eb||hm

B T p—— Hook: Air ruid shelter experience (sirens, hiding under
through the portal. tahles etf/.)

G o The MC cannot find the portal again and
"4 Emma Carroll & has brought back some magical item.

Hot: To write a diary as Rose Blanche

L o ‘
[IGHTHOUSE Model Text: EIf Roud, Pie Corhett. To he edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold, write.
: g https://www.teachwire.net/news/elf-road-use-pie-corbetts-portal-story-and-activities-to-develop-grammar-wr

Focus:

Setting
Helpful Links:

https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-
descriptions

Cold write: To describe the setting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uug8GunJjos&safe=active

Armin Greoer
THE ISLAND

Hook: Have a picture of a door/portal on the IWB. Children to imagine it is a portal that will take them to a
fantasy world. What would, their world bhe like? How would they feel? What would, they do there? What would
they see? Children to design and explain their fantasy world.

Children to write their own Portal Story.

Hot: Children to- write a setting description of Lenny during the Blitz (Lion and the Unicorn). Children to write their
own Portal Story.



https://www.teachwire.net/news/elf-road-use-pie-corbetts-portal-story-and-activities-to-develop-grammar-wr
https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-descriptions
https://owlcation.com/academia/Scenes-from-Harry-Potter-to-help-with-descriptive-work-in-your-class-Castle-descriptions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uuq8GunJjos&safe=active
https://www.literacyshed.com/draculas-whitby.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/draculas-whitby.html

Toolkit:

Toulkit/ Features:

Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in | Show not tell feelings
the model or other texts.

. , Emotive language
asinvi/2 pus: : ‘ Descriptive language
* Choose an ntrestingname |« Choose = ing to the reader e.g. rhetorical questions
or the setting 2 = )
0 o % X

¢ Select the time o

War poetry:
Learn and, perform a poem by Wilfred Owen (WWI)
Write own poems ahout wor

http://www-. keystage2literacy.co.uk/ world-wuar-poetry.html



http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/%20world-war-poetry.html

BERLIE DOHERTY

Rags to Riches
Rags to Riches Tale:
Opening

(-]

Generic Structure:
Introduce the MC

Build up MC is sad/lonely/treated badly

MC has to face difficulties because of
their situation Task:

MC overcomes difficulties/Is helped to ) it ¢ ahout l
overcome the difficulties S,s:;zc:mb @ | Iinlthz I the ¢
MC achieves happiness L \

/wealth/recognition H“ﬁgfh_‘m":gdﬁm "";‘T_W?mwfm“
Model Text: The Blue Fish (Pie Corbett, Bumper Book KS2) E““gl , m”me"s Wletmwmdmy fmmd'“s'm“w

Problem

Resolution

Ending

To be edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write.

Focus: Dialogue

Helpful Links:

Cold write: To write a conversation bhetween two- characters
https://www.pobble365.com/twinkle-twinkle-little-flame/

Houok: Match up quotes and, characters/hooks. Arrange in order of hest-worst & justify reasons

Children to write their own Rags to Riches Tale.

Hot: Children to write a conwversation hetween two characters from Street Child. Children to write their own Rags

to Riches Tale.

Child)

Hot: To write a newspaper about Dr Barnardo

Opeung

up a home for hoys (Street Child link)

Toolkit:

Also to he crufted from the additional text examples.

Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in

t}wnwd,el,oroﬂrwrth&

Y5/6
As in Y3/4 plus:

‘No,” he hissed, shaking
his head.

Use a speech sandwich,
e.g. ‘Hello,” said John,
waving to his friend. Then
character B replies, ‘Run

Have characters discuss other
characters and reflect on events

Add to the speech sandwich by adding
in the listener’s reaction, e.g. ‘Hello,’
said John, waving to his friend. Tim
gasped.

® Also add in something else that is

needed to keep the action moving
forwards, e.g. ‘Hello,” said John, waving
to his friend. Tim gasped. Coming down
the road was an elephant.
Complete with what the listener says,
e.g. ‘Hello,” said John, waving to his
friend. Tim gasped. Coming down the
road was an elephant.
‘Run for it!’ squealed Tim.

Put the speaker before or after what is
said or in between, e.g.

Sam said, “So, let’s go.”

“So, let’s go,” said Sam.

“So,” said Sam, “Let’s go.”

class ) TMW\

=\

Y5/6
As in Y3/4 plus: W

;1 | e Add ideas to class dialogue
rules by reading quality
literature, display, model in

shared writing and practise

Use paired drama to

develop what is said and

how it is said with

expression mirroring how a
character feels plus a simple
action, e.g. pointing at the
chair

Model in pairs what
character A says + the reply
from character B; tﬁen add
in stage directions for both
Collect expressions from
books but also from listening
in to other pqule ;pgaking

s of idioms and

Notice in reading how other characters or
the author, reflect on a main character
In drama, use the game ‘gossip’ or ‘spies’
to develop the idea of other characters
commenting on a key character
Identify in reading and model in shared
writing how the listener reacts; use
drama to explore how reactions can be
‘shown’;
Explore dialogue in quality books and add
extra ideas to the class dialogue rules and
tips
Innovate on extracts of dialogue from
novels, using same style as author
Innovate from novels by changing how a
character feels, using ‘show not tell’ and
altering what they say —cana partner
guess how your character feels?

Someone who wants to knoyw What happened,

To retell a real event in an interesting
and
: g engaging

‘| A beginning, middle and end in chronological order,

* Opening paragraph to hook and orientate the reader

| (often includes Who? What? Where? Why? When?).

e Paragraphs often begin with a topic sentence.

tense.
i entence signposts for coherence.
‘ Speclﬁc and descriptive_— often in style of
information or explanation.
o Direct speech.

o Trip to local museum.

° AutObiOQTaphu:
o Newspaper article.



https://www.pobble365.com/twinkle-twinkle-little-flame/

fasiEaan s ura e e R

SHACKLEION'S

Journey Tale
Journey Tale: Genetic Structure:
Opening MC goes on a journey

Build up Something small goes wrong

Problem Something worse happens
Something even worse happens
Resolution The obstacles are overcome

Ending MC gets there in the end

Model Text: Zelda Claw and, the Rain Cat (T4W hook)
https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=865&type=pdf
To bhe edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write.

Focus: Suspense

Helpful Links:
http://www.warrenroadprimary.co.uk/downloads/T4W%20Presentation.pdf

https://pennwoodcpd.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/suspense-a-talk-for-writing-unit-phase-1-imitation/

https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pdf

Cold, write: To write a paragraph that builds suspense
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmN He6e-AA

Hook: Blindfold a small group of children. Play some suspense/spooky music.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MS6dhZcbuac Choose a group of children to quide them to a

mystery hox/bag to put their hand in. Have an object in the bag/box, it isn't important what the object is

as soon as it is strange and unfamiliar. Discuss how they were feeling, why, what made them feel that
way.

Children to write their own jowney tale.

Hot: Children to retell part of Shackleton's Jowrney with suspense. Children to write their own jowrney tale.

Task:

Cold: To write a biography about Dr Bamardo/ Oliver Twist
Hook: Create some jigsaws that tell you information about
Shakletorvs life e.g. a map of his home town. Children to
put the together to figure out what it is telling them.

Hot: To write a hiography on Kenojuak Ashevak (to learn,
about as part of a famous inuit artist)



https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=865&type=pdf
http://www.warrenroadprimary.co.uk/downloads/T4W%20Presentation.pdf
https://pennwoodcpd.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/suspense-a-talk-for-writing-unit-phase-1-imitation/
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmN_He6e-AA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MS6dhZc6uac

Toolkit:

Also to be crufted from the additional text examples.

Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in
the model or other texts.

6. Dilemma - action and suspense

e Think about the character’s goal — how will they try to achieve this —and what
‘struggles’ will they meet on the way — conflicts, obstacles and problems. Don’t have
too many!

e Decide how obstacles will be overcome.

To build tension and excitement: — you might want to

Balance short and long sentences

Use questions to draw reader in

Use exclamations for impact

Place your character in lonely, dark place

Introduce a scary sound effect, e.g. something hissed

Show a glimpse of something, e.g. a hand appeared at the door
Use dramatic connectives, e.g. at that moment...

Use empty words, e.g. something, somebody, it

Use powerful verbs, e.g. run, jump, grip, grab, struggle
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Conquering/Beat the Monster

Purpose: To Explain

Conquetring the Monster Tale:

Generic Structure:

Gerue: Explanation Text

Opening

Introduce the MC(s) all is well

Build up

A monster appears and causes
problems

Problem

The monster is difficult to defeat

Resolution MC(s) defeat the monster

Ending All is well again

(MC(s) gets a reward)

Model Text: The Cohbler of Krakow (Pie Corhett, Bumper Book) / Beowolf
To bhe edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write.

Focus: Opening and Endings

Helpful Links:
http://stmarystimsbury.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-cobbler-and-the-dragon.pdf
https://www.standrewsgreenvalley.com/what-s-on/news-and-events/new-articles/year-6-cobbler-krakow
https://vimeo.com/38804551
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Writing-toolkits.pdf
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/story-opening-ppt-and-activities-6361061
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Jumpstart-Imitation-Games.pdf
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4825/5/nls y6tlexunits075202narrl.pdf

Cold write: To write the opening (and ending) of a story.
Prompt: A range of Pobhle 365 pictures that will encourage different types of openings e.g. not all
loscrint

Hook: Children to create their own scary monster and write a brief description about them. What do
they look like? What do they smell like? What do they eat? Where do they live? What do they do that
is had? What makes them dangerous? What is their weakness?

Children to write their own Beat the Monster tale.

Hot: Write a new opening and ending to a traditional tale (they could be the same story line but
written better or something different could happen) Children to write their own Beat the Monster tale.

Task:

Cold: To explain why children had to work during the
Victorian Ero (previous topic knowledge)

Hook: Children to draw?/ design their monster from the
story and write a ‘wanted poster/ article.” Use FX gurw
to have @ monster in the school building/local
enwironment.

Hot: To explain how the circulatory system works



http://stmarystimsbury.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-cobbler-and-the-dragon.pdf
https://www.standrewsgreenvalley.com/what-s-on/news-and-events/new-articles/year-6-cobbler-krakow
https://vimeo.com/38804551
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Writing-toolkits.pdf
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/story-opening-ppt-and-activities-6361061
https://www.talk4writing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Jumpstart-Imitation-Games.pdf
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4825/5/nls_y6t1exunits075202narr1.pdf

Toolkit:
Also to he crufted from the additional text examples.

Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit
in the model or other texts.

ht want to:

(Snow fell) or plai:e
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Note: Year 6s may do a shorter writing unit or a non-fiction text instead. For focussing on GD children
it may he appropriate to allow them to choose their genre of writing (Mysteries of Hauris Burdick for

Tale of Fear: Generic Structure:

Opening MC is afraid of something and is
worried about it/gets teased about it
Build up MC starts to do something

Problem What MC fears actually happens

Resolution MC overcomes the fear

Ending MC has conquered the
fear/reflects/looks to the future

Model Text: The Nightmare Man
https://www.teachprimary.com/learning resources/view/pie-corbetts-fiction-the-nightmare-man
To he edited by teachers to include any issues from the cold write.

Focus: Description / Suspense

Helpful Links: https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-
suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/greater-depth-examples-short-suspenseful-story-12108885
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t2-or-330-ks2-building-suspense-and-tension-powerpoint

Cold, write: To write a descriptive paragraph that creates suspense

https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html

Hook: Lights off in the classroom, blinds down. Children to close their eyes and listen to the opening of the video
(do not tell them it's the BFG) up to 1:07. How does it make them feel? Why? Talk ahout what they could hear,
what did they think that was happening, what type of story/film is it. Continue listening and then discuss more
https://www.youtube.com/wuatch?v=FHgFLZQMvic What else did they do to create suspense and fear?

Children to then have a go at answering some riddles which are all to- do- with dreams/darkness/ nightmares.
Children to write their own Tale of Fear.

Hot: Children to use Mrs Peregrine’s Peculiar children to write a descriptive/ suspense paragraph.
Children to write their own Tale of Fear.

Purpose: To inform

Genre: Information Text/Non-chronological report

Task:

Cold: To write a non-chronological report ahout
Derhy

Hook: Children to work in groups to- make up an
animal and hahitat in a hox. Children to make up a
short presentation to tell the class ahout their
animal

Hot: To write a non-chronological report about
selective hreeding, adaptations and genes.



https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-fiction-the-nightmare-man
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/3-weeks-of-guided-reading-planning-for-year-6-suspense-stories-with-texts-11131577
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/greater-depth-examples-short-suspenseful-story-12108885
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t2-or-330-ks2-building-suspense-and-tension-powerpoint
https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHgFLZQMvic

Toolkit:

Also to he crufted from the additional text examples.

Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in
the model or other texts.

6. Dilemma - action and suspense

e Think about the character’s goal — how will they try to achieve this — and what
‘struggles’ will they meet on the way — conflicts, obstacles and problems. Don’t have
too many!

e Decide how obstacles will be overcome.

To build tension and excitement: — you might want to

e Balance short and long sentences

e Use questions to draw reader in

e Use exclamations for impact

e Place your character in lonely, dark place

e Introduce a scary sound effect, e.g. something hissed

e Show a glimpse of something, e.g. @ hand appeared at the door
* Use dramatic connectives, e.g. at that moment...

e Use empty words, e.g. something, somebody, it

e Use powerful verbs, e.g. run, jump, grip, grab, struggle
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Warning Story

Warning Tale:

Generic Structure:

Opening

MC(s) are warned not to do
something

Build up

MC(s) do what they have been
warned against

Problem

are in trouble

Something goes wrong and the MC(s)

Resolution

MC(s) are eventually rescued

Ending

MC(s) are told off/punished for not
listening to the warning.

Model Text:

The Canal (T4W Creative Story Tellers book and T4W resowrces from training) To be edited by teachers to

Focus:
Characterisation

Helpful Links:

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-

11978057

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isgwYELUdrw&safe=active

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson images/lesson800/Characterization.pdf

Cold, write: To write a charucter description
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cguysF7ERqM

Hook: Give the children key phruses from the story. Children to try to put them in an order that they think they
might go in in the story and write a prediction of what they think will happen.
Then give the children activity 2. Children to first figure out the story (Hansel and Gretal, Adam and Eve, Lion King)
Children to then use this to re-write / add, to their prediction about the story they had quotes from.

Children to write their own Warning Story.

Hot: Children to write a charucter description for a character from Holes. Children to write their own Warning Story.

Pwrpose: To persuade

Genre: Holiday Brochure/Leaflet

Task:

Cold: To write a persuasive holiday leaflet for an imaginary
island,

Use the video as ideas for what they might want to include
on their island
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPI4EFB744Y

Hook: Classroom set out like an aeroplane, hourding passes,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtMzngYdx4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOh0 Mc9sl0

Hot: To write a persuasive haliday leaflet for Mexico

Toolkit:

Also to be crufted from the additional text examples.
Make sure the toolkit is co-constructed with the class and that they have seen examples of the toolkit in

the model or other texts.

Y3/4
Asin Y1/2 plus:

Y5/6
As in ¥3/4 plus:

Y3/4
As in Y1/2 plus:

Y5/6
Asin Y3/4 plus:

Show not tell — describe a
character’s emotions using senses,
e.g. the effect on the character's
body —. a shiver shot up her spine

Give your main character a hobby,
interest or special talent:

Shiv kept a pet rat called Simon
in a cage made of bamboo
shoots
an expression for speech, e.g.
‘Rats!’ she cried
something they love or hate or
fear, e.g. Carol had always been
afraid of the dark
a distinctive feature, e.g. she
wore scarlet jeans

- asecret

Know your character’s desire, wish
or fear, e.g. Gareth had always
wanted a pet/ never liked lizards.

Use a name to suggest the character, e.g. Mr
Hardy [strong and tough], Miss Honey [gentle]

Drop in a few details to suggest character, e.g.
Mr Simons, gripping his cane, glared at the two
boys.

Show (not tell) how characters feel by what
they do, think or say, e.g. “Get out!” he
snapped, slamming the door. (to show anger)

Reveal a character’s thoughts, e.g. He hoped
that he would find his way home.

Use other character’s (or the narrator’s)
comments or reactions, e.g. ‘Tracy’s upset
again,” whispered Jamil.

Use contrasting main characters & show how a
character feels on the inside whilst pretending
something else.

Show character development — how they feel
at the start and end of a story, e.g. Mrs Bonny
frowned. [Opening] Mrs Bonny turned to her
new-found friend and smiled. [Ending]

Notice and collect ideas for
how authors develop
characters through what
they say, do and thin

Use reading and images to
collect banks of words or
phrases to draw on when
writing for feelings, e.g.
scared — shivered, spine
tingle, legs shook, tremble

act out simple scenes with
different characters, e.g.
coming into a room
angrily, shyly, bossily, etc.

Use drama to re-enact or
develop new scenes

Collect character triggers,
e.g. a secret, a wish, a fear,
finding something, an
anxiety, a dream, losing
something, a lie, etc.

Play games where children mime and others have
to guess —who and how they feel

Write dialogue for images of films with the sound
turned down

Collect banks of names and idioms/expressions

Look at images of people and write banks of
details to describe faces, hands, eyes, mouths,
teeth, etc.

In reading, discuss how authors build characters
and show/suggest feelings

Use drama to develop ‘show not tell’. Act out
scenes, changing a character’s feelings, e.g. how
does a bossy character answer the door or a shy
one?

Rehearse changing sections of good writing by
altering the character type thinking about what a
different character would say, do or think;

Read and imitate good writers. Borrow characters
and write new stories for them.

Toolkit/ Features:

Rhetorical questions

Rule of 3

Alliteration adjectives

Personal Pronouns

Emotive language

Target audience vocabulary

Typical features of Persuasion text

Someone you are trying to inflyence
To promote a particular vie
‘what people think or do
e Logical order
3 A series of POi_n'rs building one viewpoint
= Paragraphs with topic sentence in introduction (and in all
~ paragraphs for longer text)
Often includes images to attract attention
rsonal and direct, often informal (friendly)
otive sentence signposts
)pinions presented as facts
Jse of the imperative q i e
 Use of language that sounds good, including slogans
|+ Weasel words (emotive language designed to deceive/give
| best impression)

e Adverts

* Newspaper editorials

o Promotional leaflets

o Pamphlets promoting & pa

W or product in order to influence

rticular viewpoint

_taian toDIC



https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-11978057
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/-the-canal-warning-story-talk-for-writing-style-english-unit-4-weeks-11978057
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isqwYELUdrw&safe=active
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/Characterization.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cguysF7ERqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPI4EFB744Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtMzngYdx4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOh0_Mc9sI0

